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by Roxane Geraci-Ryan

There has been a silence at the
university, perhaps it wasn't noticed at
first, but suddenly something was
missing. Words spreading the news
about university clubs, organizations,
and activities were not as easy to
obtain. Faculty members, staff, and
student accomplishments were not as
accessible to other members of the
university community. People couldn't
feel "as proud" of what surrounds
them...because they just didn't know.
The Innovator, GSU's newspaper,
has not been able to print an issue
since June 1986. Sue Fagin, editor of
the Innovator, explains, "Every fiscal
year (July 1-June 30) bids go out to

various presses for the Innovator
contract. This year, the Hometown
Press won the contract and was to
begin printing our paper for the July
1Oth deadline."
"That's when the trouble began,"
added Fagin. "From shortly after
Hometown Press won the bid until the
day of our deadline in July, no one from
that company could be reached."
According to Fagin, the next
contact with a representative from
Hometown Press came when they
called the university by phone and
withdrew from the proposed contract.
"They called us (the business office) at
4:00 on July 1Oth-our deadline day,"

said Fagin.
Prior to and after the July 1Oth call,
three separate parties from the school
have tried to contact Hometown Press
reps-but they were not available for
comment.
Based on information received by
Fagin, the press in question applied for
a number required by the Dept. of
Human Relations but was turned down
for reasons unknown to the university.
Because of this, Hometown Press
assumed the contract invalid, signed
one with someone else, and was not
able to honor the proposed contract.
"My biggest concern was to get a
paper out. Our choices were few
because of the budget and we were
still locked in by the bid," stated Fagin.

Fagin and her staff, along with Pat
Fares, Central Duplication and Sue
Sturmon, Business Office have been
working together to insure a publication
as soon as possible.
With the help of Central Duplication
(print shop GSU), the Innovator is
planning an issue that should be out by
mid August.
The business office has sent out
new bid requests to other prospective
printers. After a bid is accepted, it must
be approved by the university and the
Board of Governors.
"If everything is OK'd, we will be
able to print at a regular schedule by
the middle of September," says Fagin.
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Editorial

By Sue Fagin

Please bear with us. The Innovator
is currently operating on a hardship
footing.
We are without a printing contract
and must make do with a temporary
arrangement with GSU's Central
Duplicating division.
What all this means is that, although
we shall attempt to continue producing
the same high quality newspaper you
have come to expect, there will be
differences.
The paper is slightly smaller and on
heavier paper due to the press it is
printed on. Smaller size means a
different format.
Central Dup has a heavy work load.

They do all the printing for the entire
university and they cannot do
typesetting. Both of these things
means a longer time between
submission of material to us and receipt
of the printed paper. It will mean that if
you are announcing a meeting, we may
miss the date.
We will be running fewer pictures
and less copy to help keep costs down.
It is all an inconvenience, but with your
help and cooperation we shall get
through this crisis and go on to bigger
and better things.
Just please, bear with us!

STUDENTS
PLACE
SECOND

Kim Prescott, from Galaxy of
Values, second from left, presents
check to Photo Department faculty
and students for work that will
appear on the cover of the advertis
ing flyer. Pictured I to r George
Kwain, Prescott, Paul Schranz,
Professor, Brian Sievertson, Arthur
Bourgeois, chair Division of Fine &
Performing Arts, Gary Wenzler,
and Jay Boersma, Professor.

PHOTO WINNERS

Three GSU students have received
runner-up awards after facing
representitives of 27 other universities
from New York to Hawaii in
computerized
competition
of
management skill and strategy. Susan
Brennan, Jeffrey Gilow, and Vytautas
Guidis, all undergraduate students of
business administration in the College
of Business and Public Administration
were members of the university's team
for "The Multinational Management
Game", a widely used business
simulation in which participants attempt
to control competing multinational
industries. The students worked under
the guidance of their faculty sponsor,
Dr. Akkanad M. Issac.
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cAnnouncements
Black Student Assoc.
The Black Students' Association
has been reactiviated and is accepting
members. The organization has been
inactive since the graduation of Cheryl
Sims but it here again and has plans for
an exciting year. Interested students
should
c ontact
the
group's
Public/human relations officer Curtus
Brockhaus.

Remodeling
The cafeteria will be closed for
cleaning and remodeling from August
14 to August 18. They will reopen
refurbished and better than ever.

Criminal Justice Club
The Criminal Justice Club
congratulates the Class of '86 and
particularly our past president Phyllis
Cohen. We send her our continued
thanks and our pledge to continue the
work she started. We are accepting
members for the coming year. Direct
inquiries to Curtis Brockhaus.

GSU
ORIENTATION

Come Ye to the Fair,
The Orientation Fair!
An Orientation Fair is being held
Sept. 2, 3 and 4 from 10 to 1 and 3 to 8
in the Hall of Governors. To help new
students find their way around the
university. This is not one of those
mass meetings where you sit in a gym
and for two hours people whose names
start with Dr. talk a t you.
Repr e s e n t at i v e s
of
Student
Development, Admissions, Student
Life, Registrar Financial Aids, the
Bookstore among others will be avail
able to answer students' questions.
You'll be getting the information you
need, so be sure to stop.

Correction
Due to a misunderstanding, when
we printed Mike Blackburn's poem in
our Graduation issue, we said he read it
but not that he wrote it. He did. In
addition to a vast array of other talents,
it seems Mike is a poet also. We regret
the oversight.

Correction
GSU INNOVATOR
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We rec koned without the literal
mindedness of the GSU student. The
reference to bargain t-shirts was
intended to convey the idea that with
the apostrophe where it does not
belong they are a bargain at the normal
price. Remember things like that tend
to appreciate in value.

State Police Position
The Illinois State Police are hiring
for the position of Illinois State Trooper.
Qualifications are as follows:
21-36 years old (20 with an
associate degree in criminal justice).
High school diploma or state
certified GED equivalent.
Valid drivers license.
20/20 corrected vision.
No color blindess.
100% depth perception.
No felony convictions.
No physical defects that would
keep you from performing the job of a
police officer.
The State Police is a full service law
enforcement agency with statewide
jurisdiction. Testing is conducted twice
a year. Starting salary is $20,436.00.
To apply contact Sgt. Paula Lemke
or Trooper Steve Eleby at 312 9172960.

Regional
Employment Network
The Regional Employment
Network at GSU will hold job skill
assessment interviews at seven area
locations during the summer months.
The interviews designed for the
unemployed and underemployed
workers, provide a one page resume
which may be used in individual job
searches. The paticipants also are
given the opportunity to have
information regarding them include in a
computerized employment data bank
which is made available to employers
seeking skilled workers. Appointments
are required for any of the six locations.
The six locations are: Thornton
Community College, The First Lutheran
Church of Harvey, Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Tinley Park, The
New Technological Local Development
Co. in Calumet Park, St. Mary's Church
in Chicago, Wesley United Methodist
Church in Harvey, and The Cathedral of
St. Raymond in Joliet. Further
information regarding the REN and its
services may be obtained by contacting
Adrienne Jackson at 534-5000 ext.
2557.

The INNOVATOR is published bi
weekly at Governors State University in
University Park, IL 60466.
Views expressed in this newspaper are
those of the staff and do not
necessarily represent in whole, or in
part, those of Governors State
University administration, faculty or
students.
Letters to the editor are welcomed and
encouraged. These letters must be
signed, but names will be withheld
upon request.
Material for publication must be in the
INNOVATOR office no later than 1 :00
P.M. the Wednesday
before
publication.
The INNOVATOR telephone number is
534-5000, extension 2140.
THE INNOVATOR extends a sincere
thank you to Pat Fares for his help in
printing this issue.
Copyright

GSU INNOVATOR 1986
ISSN 0888-8469

Those of us who have been on
campus for a year or more are familiar
with Carol Hughes. Her cheery face at
the Information Booth eased many of
us in the right direction to register or
reach our first classes. It was Carol who
unraveled the maze that the university
appears to be to the uninitiated.
Carol Hughes died Saturday, July
26, after a long illness and her loss
leaves a void in our lives.
The Scots have a saying when a
good person passes. To the Hughes
family we send this thought, "The
flowers of the forest weep at her
passing", as do we all.

Our warmest sympathy to Beverly
Goldberg of the Institute for Public
Policy and Administration, on the
recent death of he r husband, Dr.
Lowell Goldberg.

GSU Innovator

Summer 1986

ii:=!.rtt

Page 3

-

;r:- : : +-+

-tt;

-

HOT HEADS ABOUND
By Sue Fagin

RESPONSIBILITY

=

SURVIVAL

By Roxane Geraci-Ryan
Daniel Webster knew the definition
for RESPONSIBLE--1) obliged to
account (for); answerable (to) 2)
involving obligation or duties; 3)
accountable for ones behavior or for an
act; 4) trustworthy, dependable.
Most of our parents and teachers
implanted the seed of learning to
recognize and deal with responsibility.
Most of us learned about it at an early
age. Most of us have taught or are
teaching our children the same thing.
Many of us as adults have learned or
are honestly trying to learn how to deal
with obligation. As Webster states, we
can be trustworthy and can account for
our actions. We don't shirk our duties.
Things should go "fairly well" for us
because we have accepted our
responsibilties as mature adults.
I say "fairly well" because there
always seems to be an irresponsible
person in the background who can
easily screw up all your hard work. What
makes matters worse is that the

responsible person usually has to
answer for the negligence of the worm
who runs away.
"It's not my job." "Sorry, I really can't
help you." "Try, so and so, they may be
able to assist you." These are familiar
quotes from those who choose not to
take a step forward. Because of these
attitudes of the immature, the
responsible adult learns to grow
how
and
to
stronger
survive...sometimes assisted by an
ulcer.
During the recent printing crisis at
the Innovator, this whole responsibility
factor has come into perspective for
me. All I can say is thank God for the
developed adult. My faith in human
nature remains.
However, to those who refuse to
accept obligation or grow, let me toss
out a few synonyms of "irresponsible"-
negligent, remiss, reckless, and not
trustworthy. Do you like being
associated with these words???

It is summer again and as the hot
muggy days of July ease toward the
hotter days of August GSUites walk
further and further from their cars.
Every year, somewhere in the heat
of mid July, the parking lots begin
closing for repairs. It is such fun! You
roll in and begin to turn into your usual
lot only to be met with a blockade.
Backing up you observe, "How odd.
Has something gone wrong?" Finally
esconced in the farthest corner of lot D
and trudging through the muggy heat
to the distant building, the light dawns.
It is July and time to resurface the
lots. Is it possible that the reason we are
not notified of this yearly occurrance is
that it is a yearly event? The Summer
term still has several more weeks to run.

Between the heat and a full schedule
of classes the campus is a busy place in
July.
Other departments do their
intrusive projects in August between
terms. Why do the lot repairs need to
be done in the heat and classes in July.
As we have done before we feel
obligated to object to the handling of
this yearly chore. There is no reason
why adequate notice should not be
given. This would ease the
inconvenience. Shifting repairs to a
time when the campus is nearly empty
would do even more. What do you say
people? Let's keep the GSU
community from becoming a bunch of
hot heads.

"
.,

COMING IN
OCTOBER
The Sculpture
Park Is Child's Play
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CAFETERIA MENUS
Weeks of Aug. 25 through Sept. 19
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Week Of Aug. 25-29
Monday

Cream of Chicken Soup w1/ pkg
crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Ham Steak
Turkey Imperial Sandwich
Buttered Carrots
Sweet Potatoes

Tuesday
Old Fashioned Bean Soup w/1 pkg
crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Breaded Pork Cutlet
w/Brown Gravy
Sloppy Joe on Bun
Stewed Tomatoes & Zucchini
Whipped Potatoes

Wednesday
Cream of Spinach Soup w/1 pkg
crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Veal Cutlet Parmesan
French Dip Beef on Roll
Medley Vegetables
Whipped Potatoes

Thursday
Minestrone Soup w/1 pkg crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Baked Meat Loaf
Creamed Turkey over Noodles
Peas & Carrots
Whipped Potatoes

Friday
Soup DeJour w/croutons
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Popcorn Shrimp, Sauce,
Fries & Cole Slaw
Batter Fried Whitting
Vegetable De Jour
Entrees include: Vegetable, Potato,
Roll and Butter

Subject to Change

©&l�®U®IfD&l INJ®rnllYl
Week Of Sept. 2-5
Monday

Creole Soup w/1 pkg. crackers
Chili Con Carne w/1 pkg. crackers
ENTREE: Pot Roast Beef
Mostaciolli w/Meat Sauce & Garlic Toast
Wax Beans & Pimento
Whipped Potatoes

©&l�®U®IfD&l INJ®rnllYl
Week Of Sept. 8·12
Monday

Chicken Rice Soup w/1 pkg crackers
Chili Con Carne w/1 pkg Crackers
ENTREE: Swiss Steak
Breaded Turkey Patty
French Style Green Beans
Whipped Potatoes

Tuesday
Lima Bean Soup w/1 pkg. crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Roast Turkey Breast
w/Dressing
B.B.Q. Beef Sandwich
Seasoned Peas
Candied Sweet Potatoes

Wednesday
Cream of Celery Soup w/1 pkg crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Roast Pork w/Dressing &
Apple Sauce
Swedish Meatballs over Rice, Roll &
Butter
Mixed Vegetables
Oven Browned Potatoes

Thursday
Garden Vegetable Soup w/1 pkg
crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Fillet of Chicken, Fries, &
Cole Slaw
Fillet of Chicken Sandwich w/Lettuce &
Tomato
Two Tacos with trimmings
Franks & Beans

Friday
Tomato Rice Soup w/1 pkg crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Baked Haddock in Creole
Sauce
Pizza Slice
Vegetable DeJour
Whipped Potatoes

Tuesday
French Onion Soup w/1 pkg Crackers
Chili Con Carne w/1 pkg Crackers
ENTREE: Roast Beef AuJus
Lasagne w/Meat, Garlic Toast
Mixed Vegetables
Whipped Potatoes

Wednesday
Vegetable Soup w/1 pkg crackers
Chili Con Carne w/1 pkg Crackers
ENTREE: Hoagie Steak & Grilled Onion
Popcorn Shrimp
Buttered Broccoli
Whipped Potatoes

Thursday
Beef Noodle Soup w/1 pkg crackers
Chili Con Carne w/1 pkg Crackers
ENTREE: Chicken Fricassee
Sloppy Joe on Bun
Buttered Toast
Whipped Potatoes

Friday
Soup De Jour w/1 pkg crackers
Chili Con Carne w/1 pkg Crackers
ENTREE: Seafood Croquette w/Cream
Sauce
Vegetable DeJour
Whipped Potatoes
Entrees include: Vegetable, Potato,
Roll and Butter

Subject to Change

Entrees include: Vegetable, Potato,
Roll and Butter

Subject to Change

©&l�®U®IfD&l INJ®rnllYl
Week Of Sept. 15-19
Monday

Chicken Noodle Soup w/1 pkg crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Roast Beef AuJus
Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce, Salad, Garlic
Toast
Seasoned Peas & Carrots
Whipped Potatoes

Tuesday
Split Pea Soup w/1 pkg crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Chuck Wagon Steak
w/Brown Gravy
Oriental Chop Suey over Rice, Roll &
Butter
Corn O'Brien
Whipped Potatoes

Wednesday
Garden Vegetable Soup w/1 pkg
crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Liver & Onions
Five Fried Wing Dings w/Fries & Cole
Slaw
Seasoned Spinach
Whipped Potatoes

Thursday
Beef Barley Soup w/1 pkg crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Potted Luncheon Steak
Jardiniere
Italian Sausage, Tomato Sauce,
Peppers on French Bread
Seasoned Cut Broccoli
Whipped Potatoes

Friday
Manhattan Clam Chowder w/1 pkg
crackers
Chili Con Came w/1 pkg crackers
ENTREE: Fried Perch w/Fries & Cole
Slaw
Baked Macaroni & Cheese
Vegetable DeJour
Entrees include: Vegetable, Potato,
Roll and Butter

Subject to Change

Classified
ANTI-REPUBLICAN PARTY BALLAD
Political Verse/ send $5.00 Now!
To: "The Grand Promise Party"
P.O. Box 567585 - Classic
Harwood Hts. II. 60656
ATTN: COLLECTOR EDITION
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"NO VIOLENCE": Tempers flared
when anti-gay activist Paul Cameron
told a University of Massachusetts
crowd of 300 that homosexuals should
be stripped of their civil rights, and that
"homosexuality is worse than murder".
Members of the gay and lesbian
community, wearing T-shirts that read,
"No Violence". kept the angry crowd
peaceful, although Cameron was hit by
two eggs thrown by demonstrators.
LOOKING BACK: A 1966 study by
the Educational Testing Service of
Princeton, reported by the College
Press Service, found that college
students were almost as willing to
demonstrate over campus issues as
over civil rights. The Vietnam War barely
beat out dress regulations as one of
the top three causes of student
demonstrations.
AND
DRAFT
S T U DE N TS
REINSTATEMENT: If the draft were
reinstated, male college students
would be allowed to complete their
current semester before induction into
the armed forces, according to a
Selective Service official. "Unlike the
draft during the Vietnam War, there
would be no student deferments, only
postponements.
THE HIGH COST OF IGNORANCE:
"For each class, about $288 billion in
lifetime earnings, and about $68 billion
in tax revenue for all government
levels, are lost because of dropouts,"
says a University of California-Los
Angeles economist.
THOUGHT CONTROL: Democratic
and Republican Senators say the
Education Dept. is wasting money
trying to prove some textbooks have a
leftist bias. As one critic put it "The
danger of the crticism from the Dept. of
Education is it is becoming a ministry of
culture. That's dangerous: thought
control."
DEFAULT RATE ON STUDENT
LOANS: The default rate on National

PageS

BRIEFS

compiled by Roxane Geraci-Ryan

Direct Student Loans has declined
from 17% in 1978 to under 9% in 1984,
according to the National Association of
Student Financial Aid administrators.
AMY CARTER HELPS "STAMP
OUT HUNGER": Amy Carter and other
leaders of the National Student
Campaign Against Hunger recently
presented Congressional leaders with
85 paper mache "Stamp Out Hunger"
feet - - including a giant 400 lb. foot
from New Jersey - - signed by more
than 80,000 students in 31 states.
PH.D. SHORTAGE IN BUSINESS:
Business schools face a critical
shortage of Ph.D.s to fill teaching
positions, and the situation is getting
worse, according to a report by the
American Assembly of Collegiate
Schools of Business. Some 3,145
business teaching positions are vacant
on U.S. campuses this year, and only
876 doctorates in business were
awarded during 1985.
LIBYAN STUDENTS WILL NOT BE
DEPORTED: Depor ting Libyan
students would be counterproductive,
according to the U.S. State Dept.
That's why the department's plan to
ship the more than 1 ,750 Libyans
home have been dropped. Attorney
General Edwin Meese, however, says
he's keeping a closer eye on the
students, and is prepared to deport any
who let their visa status slip.
MOCK TERRORIST ATTACK IN
CHICAGO: A mock terrorist attack,
staged by students of the Art Institute
of Chicago at the Michigan Avenue
museum sent hundreds of tourists
leaping off ledges and running for their
lives--many into the streets filled with
noon time traffic. Campus and city
police on alert due to the Libyan crisis
responded in force, with weapons
drawn only to find that the attack was
actually an "art performance piece".
Police agreed not to arrest the
students as long as the school took
appropriate disciplinary action.

Compiled by Roxane Geraci-Ryan

A professor in the College of
Health Professions at GSU recently was
voted president-elect of the Illinois
Council of Supervisors in Speech
Language Pathology and Audiology at
the annual convention of the Illinois
Speech-Language-Hearing Associa
tion in Rosemont. Susanne Hilde
brand, professor of communication
disorders, will be president of the
council in 1988. The council studies
supervisory issues, works to improve
the status of supervisors, and
recommends policy, especially to
colleges and universities in Illinois.
A GSU professor recently was
elected as the first president of the
Association of South Metropolitan
Chicago Audiologists, a new group of
the Illinois Speech-Language-Hearing
Association. Dr. Jay Lubinsky, chairman
of the Division of Communication
Disorders in the College of Health
Professions will assume duties as
president of the Association Sept. 1 for
a one year term. The association was
formed to provide opportunity for
professional interaction among
audiologists who live or work on the
south side of Chicago or in south
suburbs.
A video production prepared by
the Instructional Communications
Center at GSU recently received two
awards in competition sponsored by
the State of Illinois. "Discover the
Southern Suburbs", produced for the
South Suburban FOCUS Council
received recognition in the 1985
Governor's Home Town Award
competition of the Illinois Department
of Commerce and Community Affairs.
Gov. James R. Thompson, presented
the awards at a recent DCCA ceremony
held in Springfield. Representing the
university were Ralph Kruse, ICC
Director, and Anthony Labriola,
television producer and professor of
television. Also attending from the
university was Dr. Melvyn M. Muchnik,
special assistant to the president for
new technology development. Kruse
credited Labriola as the staff person
most directly responsible for the
successful production.

HEADGAMES
by Carolyn Leuder

There's a game that you been playin'
Goin on for quite awhile.
Exactly what is it you're sayin'
Behind that plastic smile?

It started with a simple phrase
I love you, so you said
Like many tragic one - act plays
The hero now is dead.

When you tell me that you need me,
And I look into your eyes.
Like a razor, your words bleed me.
'Cause I'm hearin' only lies.

So when the day comes and you find
yourself
Alone, as you start to cry
don't try to take me off the shelf,
I know how well you lie.

Headgames - The way you twist my
thoughts around
No longer safe and sound
You've dragged me deep into the
ground.
Headgames - I should've known it from
the start
How well you played the part
In rippin up my empty heart.

Headgames - the way you twist my
thoughts around
No longer safe and sound
You've dragged me deep into the
ground
Headgames - I should've known it from
the start
how well you played the part
In rippin up my heart.

SueKubida
Hangs Grad Show
Reporter Ronald Young

Sue Kubida is one of these rare
people who has a creative sense of
humor. During the month of June we
had the opportunity to view her work.
The exhibition was of significant
pleasure because it featured
photographic prints on fabric,
presented in a unique, and interesting
manner.
Her work was not only interesting,
but her method of presentation was in it
self very creative, and entertaining.
Congratulations Sue. Your graduate
show was interesting, exciting, and
entertaining. The Infinity Gallery can be
proud of your presentation.
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LITERARY JOURNALISM
COMES TO G.S.U.
by Roxane Geraci-Ryan

Techniques of journalism have
changed radically over the past 20
years. The brief presentation of fact still
remains in all phases of the news however, many readers today are not
satisfied with just the bits and pieces of
information that blast us briefly in the
news.
Because of an increasing
awareness and thirst for knowledge
readers need to know more than just
the "facts".
New
J o u rnalism,
Literary
Journalism, Gonzo Journalism.....
These titles represent a new writing
style in journalism. A style that not only
gives you the facts of reporting, but the
authors' voice, eyes, and ears.
Thought processes of the reporter
often sets the pace. With these
qualities, the author allows the reader
to see and hear what surrounds the
facts in novel form.
Linda Steiner, Professor of
Journalism, held a literary journalism
class winter/85. Students read and
discussed the new journalistic styles of
authors such as Tom Wolfe, Truman
Capote, Hunter Thompson, Joan
Didion, and many more....The students
reported on various subjects with this
style.
Deciding to report on one specific
area, the class took a journey to Lincoln
Mall in Matteson. Each person chose a
specific spot in the mall to research and
report on.
So...on a clear Tuesday evening,
every student drove to the mall and
began to explore and write .. and
write...and write.
That is what they saw!

-
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Reporter: Ronald Young

It all started sometime during the
late '40s or early '50s. I am not sure of
the exact time frame. I do remember
that I was a paper delivery boy on the
south side, and it was somewhere
between my ninth and twelfth birthday-!
think. What I do remember clearly was
the circumstances of my first encounter
with Captain Marvel.
Up to that time, I had been a loyal
Superman fan, but I must admit that
even then the young Clar1< Kent was a
bit too "Yuppie" for the urbane tastes of
boys who had been raised in the blue
collar shadow of the steel mills.
Superman, and Superboy comics were
OK, but they lacked something. The
contrast between ultra clean, semi-rural
Smallville USA, and the raw dust
choked factory environment was a little
unbelievable for us.
My first encounter with Captain
Marvel was brought about by a barmaid
prostitute who made a great production
of giving Christmas presents to all of
the paper boys who delivered to her
tavern. Anyway, this genius of
m anagement skill decided that
something was lacking in the quality of
her newspaper delivery service. In an
effort to stimulate better service, she
decided to give the delivery boys comic
books instead of tips each week. The
series she selected was Captain
Marvel. -Sh-azz-mm!
Captain Marvel had it all over
Superman. First of all, in real life he was
a crippled news boy. There was an
immediate group identification. This
news boy was named, I think, Billy
Bartlet, and he was a city kid from an
industrial area. The other great thing
was that Billy could change himself into
Captain Marvel with a magic word.
There was no need to search for a

NOTE FROM S.F.: Space does not
allow us to run all of these fascinating
pieces at once so we shall be scattering
them one or two at a time as space
permits. We think they are fun to read
and hope you will await, as eagerly, as
we do, each enchanting addition.
We begin with Tom O'Connell on
the par1<ing lot.

The Lincoln Mall
Parking Lot
Tom O'Connell
Literary Journalism
It was his first assignment as a
par1<ing lot investigator (PLI) and he was
not quite sure of what the job meant. If
anything at all.
"The approach" he thought,
"should be innovative. The information
meaningful."
"I wonder how many people know
the distance between par1<ing strips,"
the PLI said to no one in particular. He
carefully measured the lines between
parking strips, using a technique he
learned as a child playing a sidewalk
game. The distance, he figured, was
exactly nine feet, enough room for
even the widest model cars.
Next he looked at the cars, big cars,
new cars, senior citizen cars. Cars that
had personalities all their own. The
license plates in Lincoln Mall must be
an indication of the shoppers. The PLI
concluded that most of the people
were either bland or shy, because
there were no identifiable messages to
be learned from the plates. He found
only two bumper stickers: "I love
Manteno" and "Jazzercize". On two
different cars, naturally.
Kids played in the parking lot,
under the bright security lights. They
rode their bikes down the slopes of the
lower lot. These were a lot like the hills
you see in a small town. Or at least in a
movie about small town life. I guess the
mall itself was a small town. "These
kids", the PLI thought, "will someday
grow up to live in a town called

telephone booth with this hep kid from
the streets. The uniform of Captain
Marvel was a dramatic red, and yellow
with a dynamic lightning bolt on the
chest. But, I must admit that the magic
word made the concept acceptable to
the hard bitten street wise realists who
knew that there were tough guys in our
neighborhood who would have
Superman for lunch before he could
get out of the telephone booth. There
was also a small case of contempt for
the "Man of Steel" because we all were
familiar with the product, and knew it
had several limitations.
My first issue of Captain Marvel was
given to me on Christmas Eve as I
stopped in to collect for the wef.."·Y
paper bill. All of the rules were clearly
explained, and I was given a Coke, and
bag of potato chips to munch down
with the other paper boys as we
checked out our gift in the back room.
The Captain was an instant hit.
Within days, we were able to trade one
Captain Marvel for as many as three
Superman or Superboy comics.
Shrewd traders were able to exact
bubble gum, along with the comics,
and the happy thought was that the
bartering could continue for a whole
year. Within days our whole
neighborhood was filled with the sound
of small boys shouting Sh-azz-amm at
the drop of a hat.
I once had a fight with a kid named
Keith who was much bigger than I was,
and just as he was about to massacre
me I yelled the magic word.
Upon hearing the magic word,
Keith dropped his guard, and refused
to fight because he contended that it
was unfair for a paper kboy to have
such an advantage. Being pragmatic, I
belted him with all of my might, and told
him that if he ever tried to shake me
down again he would get the full wrath
of the magic power. This one act

"Jazzercize". If there still are such
places as small towns.
Not
many shoppers took
advantage of the sales in the Mall that
evening. Couples walked into and out
of the stores. Most of them walked with
either the man or the woman leading
the way. A great American example of
how to be alone together.
The faint sound of a siren grew
louder as it passed by Chi-Chi's
Mexican Restaurant, which was just
across the road from the par1<ing lot. It
sped around a corner headed to the
main intersection. First the sight and
then the sound vanished.
One woman's purse must have
weighed more than she did because it
dragged so near to the ground. A man
walking out of the Mall re-arranged his
packages making a loud rustling noise
with the wrappings. The PLI noticed
how loud the paper on the packages
seemed, or maybe it was just how quiet
the Lincoln Mall lower level par1<ing lot
had become.
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accounted for a new affluence on the
part of every news boy in the area. It
was going to be a very good year.
Things began to go wrong when
the barmaid began giving us dog eared
copies of the comic books. It appears
that many of her adult patrons had
taken a fancy to the comic books, and
were devouring them as they waited to
transact other forms of business.
Adults had little or no appreciation for
the trading value of a well cared for
copy of the magic comic book. In spite
of these minor problems, the
arrangement was a well received
community improvement until the
publishers of Superman filed a law suit
and Captain Marvel was forced out of
circulation by some idiotic judge who
was convinced that Captain Marvel was
a plagiarized duplication of the "Man of
Steel". It was a black day for many
young boys on south side of Chicago.
The soot from the steel mills turned the
snow black out of consideration of our
loss.
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7:00PM

GSU AMP/THEATRE
FIREWORKS WILL TOP OFF THE EVENING
BRING YOUR OWN BLANKET OR CHAIR
PICNIC DINNERS ARE ENCOURAGED
WILL BE HELD IN THEATRE IN CASE OF RAIN
SINGLE EVENT TICKETS
GENERAL ADMISSION
STAFF-FACULTY-ALUMNI
AND SENIOR CITIZENS
CHILDREN UNDER 12
GSU STUDENTS*

An Affirmative Action University

ADVANCE

AT DOOR

$4
$3

$5
$4

$2

$3

FREE

FREE
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*MUST SECURE FREE TICKET IN ADVANCE AND REDEEM AT DOOR
BEFORE 6:30 PM THE NIGHT OF THE EVENT

GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY IS LOCATED ON UNIVERSITY PARKWAY, EAST OF
GOVERNORS HIGHWAY. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL (312) 534-5000 ext. 2462

